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Gentlemen, 


I have the honour of presenting myself as a candidate for 
the Professorship of English Lénguagete in the University of Resdosinisg To ton to 


I was born in December 1878 at Dublin and was eduoated at 
The High School, Dublin, at Trinity College, Dublin, and at the 
Royal Prussian University, Greifswald. 


While at School I won prizes and an exhibition at the 
Intermediate Examinations. 

At Trinity College, Dublin, I attended Honour Lectures in 
OLassics, Ancient History and English Literature and obtained the | 
following University Bistinctions:- 


First Honours in Classics 

Greek and Latin Composition Prize 
Erasmus Smith Exhibition 

Senior Exhibition 

Scholarship an.iClassics. 


im OcLoper” LVOS 2 ay appointed "Lektor der englische 
Sprache" in the University of Greifswald ( founded 1456) 

During my stay at Greifswald I attended Lectures in 
English Language and Literature, German Language and Literature, 
Classical Languages and Literatures, Comparative Philology, 
Phonetics etc., and was a member of the English and German Seminars 
and the Classical and German Proseminars. 


At Greifswald I obtained the degree of Ph. D. and M.A, 
with Honours. At the oral examination in English Language and 
Literature I passed "magna cum laude", in German Language and 
Literature “cum laude", in Philosophy "cum laude". iy dissertation 
"Die Prosa-Apokalypse der Konigsberger H8.MNo.891 und die Apokalypse 
Heinrichs von Hesler" (x) in an enlarged form with four facsimizes 
kas awert—t,benissued in the series "Normannia" yedited by Professor 
Kaluza of Konigsbere and Professor Thurau of Greifswald and published 
by Felber of Berlin. The book consists of some,.200 pages the titles 

of the chapters being:- I. Einleitung, II. Abdruck der Prosae 
Apokalypse, III. Verh&ltnis der beiden Denkmdler«IV. Die Jberlie‘e- 


"i ‘ 
rung der prosaischen Ubersetzung, V. Die Art der prosaischen oer- 
setzung, VI. Der Hinfluss des Gedichtes auf die Prosa, VII. 
Beschreibung der Handschrift. Tie first volume of this series 
ia Professor Kaluza's "Englische ietrik in historischer Entwick- 
elunge" (English translation 1911, G.Allen % Co.) 

In the University of Greifswald I lectured on Bnglish 
Language and Literature both to Junior and to Senior Students and 


collaborated with the Professor of English in a course of Phonevics 
and in the work of the Seminar. I also was appoint 2d special 


RW, 


lecturer to the erienkurs" (University extension) in the Univer- 
a 


sity and lectured oe the “Weuphilologischer Verein". 


In September 1907 I returned to 
Lecturer in English Language and Lite ature in fe 
Bristol, which two years later became the Ly 
my successor at Greifswald oisae Bee pene SV Gel eto guo es 
"chakespeare's Books". 


In 1911 I was elected one of the representatives of 
Convocation on the Court(the supreme governing vody) of the 
University. 


In the University College and the University of Bristol, 
where I had sole charge of the Old and Niddle English work I 
Lectured on the courses prescribed for the various Pass and Honour 
Examinations of the Universities of London and Jristol, and I 
assisted in drawing up the English courses in the l]attor University. 
I also prepared students for the final Honour Schools in Hnglish 


at Oxford. 


At Dublin I was a member of the Universit; Hockey and 
Swimming Clubs and of the Philosophical Society, and at Bristol 
I also took sone part in the Student life of the niversity. For 
two years I was Captain of the Swimming and Tennis Clubs and a 
member of the Officers' Training Corps. 


I served on the Committee of the following “niversity 
Societies:- Trilingual and Literary, and was one of the sub- 
editors of the University Gazette and editor of the Students! 


Magazine 


I was Honorary Secretary to and served on 3eV 
committees of the Lecturers' Committee, which had a large share 
in organization in connexion with the granting of the charter to 
Bristol University, collecting data and furthering the ES eae out 
of the following schemes by the proper authoritie 
Training Corps, Alumni Association, Publ aa of Iniversity 
Intelligence, Students’ Debating Club, Inter’ Varesty Athletics, 
University Settlement,etc. 
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%} was Honorary Treasurer of the Sristol Branch of the 
English Association for four years, and in 1911 was elected 


GiWac 
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President of the Clifton Shakespeare Society. 


During my “stay at Greifswald I made use of the opportunity 
to acquire same knowledge of the working of a German University 
Library, and during the vacation I acted aS assistant in the 
Library for some- time. At Bristol I had charge of the English 


Language Department of the Library. 


In October 1910 the Winterstake Chair of English in Bristol 
University fell vacant, but owing to the fact that my former chief 
was a candidate for the Chair I was unable to apply for the vacanc:’. 
For the whole of that Winter Term I was appointed Head of the 
English Department and received a special vote of thanks from the 
Council together with a money grant. 


In December 1911 I was appointed Lecturer in English 
Language in the University of Averdeen( an Independent Lectureship) 
with sole charge of the linguistic courses and work in English 
Honours and in the English part of Teutonic Philology Honours, an. 
wmth a seat on the Literature and Language Board of Studies. © 
leaving Bristol 1 received the thanks of the Senate and of th 
Council for my work during my four years of office. 


In the University of Aberdeen I lecture to Pass and Honours 
Students on,Old and Middle English and History of the language 
and to Honours Students on Old and Middle English Literature (The 
numbers in the various classes vary from 160 to 15) I examine for 
Honour and Pass Degrees, special prizes and Bursaries in the 
University and for the Scotch Education Department. vhe Language 
portion of the English Honour Class Library is in my charge. I am 
an Honorary Vice-President of the Modern Language Society. 


For the pa3t eighteen months I have been working at. early 
Modern English pronunciation and am writing for Professor - 
Brotanek's ( of Prague aoe ae "Neudrucke fruhneuenglitcher 
Grammatiken" an account of late seventeenth century pronunciation 
as given by two contemporary grammarians. Ties Ser iegeis 1. inanced 
by the Imperial Academy of Sciences of Vienna. 9 «~ at pret cothet. 
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I beg td toe the appended Saati tee for your considc += 
ation. 
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your obediant servant, 


F.E.A-CAMPBELL. 
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FROM 
THE LATE PROFESSOR EDWARD DOWDEN LL.D., D.C.L., LITT. 
LATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN. 
TRINITY COLLEGE 
DUBLIN. 
MARCH, 2¥%th 1911. 


I jearn with pleasure from my friend ard former pupil 
Dr-F.H.A. Campbell that he is a candidate for the Professorship 
ae ithal 


fe) glish Language and Literature in the Univergity.......... 
eseseess In My Opinion he is highly qualified to occupy such a 
position . When vacancies like this oocur my chief difficulty 


has been to find among our former students a man who both lover 
literature and is also an accomplished worker in Philology. 
Dr. Campbell has been zealous in béth fields of study. Hie 
work at the University of Greifswald has supplemented what he 
learned in the University of Dublin. 

It 18 no small advantage to him that-he had even in hia 
undergraduate days that general culture which was evidenced ty 
his obtaining a Senior Exhibition, and that Classical learnin: 


which enabled him to win a Classical Scholarship. He then 
advanced in English and, more generally, Teutonic Philology, 
and by his thesis and an examination gained tne th. 2. oe 
of Greifswald. Of course,his mastery of German is also an 
immense benefit to him as a teacher in English Language 2 eae 
Literatures. Add to this that he has evidence of his constant 
success as a lecturer, and that he is personally highly 
esteemed by his colleagues. Viewing these facts toether, 

I regard Dr.Campbell as a candidate whose qualifications are 


proved, and certainly I oould not name anyone from among the 
students in my class for many years past whose claims impres¢ 


me ag equally strong. Hitherto he has been successful in hig 
arduous work both at Greifswaid se at Bristol. The ne foouls 
be no better promise than this of continued success,ir the 
future. 


EDWARD DOWDEN 


PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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POR OOM 


Professor H.3.C. Grierson, M.A., LL.D., 


Aat Professor of English Literature in the University 
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Mr. F.E.A- Canpbell was appointed two years ago to 
our new Lectureship on English Philology. He was selected 
from a large leet on the strength of his distinguished career 
as a student at Trinity College, Dublin and at Greifswald 
University, Germany, and of his success as a teacher at the 
University of Bristol. 

Mr. Campbell's testimonials were of the highest 
character and his work here, which comprises the linguistic 
work in all the classes, has fully justified the expectations 
which ths Court entertained. His teaching of Philology has 
been scientific and thorough, and he has succeeded in awaken- 
ing the interest of his Students. Mr.Campbell has also given 
some lectures to the Honours students on Old English Literature 
At Bristol his work included »%oth Literature and Language. 

Personally I have found Mr.Campbell a most pleasant 
colleague, sympathetic and reasonable while fully aliv2 to the 
importance of the saubject he represents. I shall regret nis 
departure which will be a loss to our University, but I believe 
that he will prove in every ~av an exeellent Professor. 

IG Me hres wigtae NEP ae IRR iy 3 


Professor of English Literature, 


Sept.5,1913. University of Aberdeen. 


FROM 
Professor A.R.Skemp, M.A., Ph. D., 
Winterstoke Professor of English in the University of 
Bristol. 


(Editor of Nathaniel Richards's "Messallina" in Professor 
Bang's Materialien zur kunde des 4lteren englischen 
Dramas" author of'Bacon' ,?rsvaihg''CGommon errors in 
Writing English', obntributor to,Mod.Lang. Rev. Mod. 


Philology, and Shakespeare Jahrbucher. ) 
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March 29th, 1 


Gentlemen, 


I understand that my friend and colleague Dr.T.™.A. 
Campbell is a candidate for the Chair of English in the 
University ....c.srseerese, and I desire to support his candid- 
ature most warmly. 


I have known Dr.Campbell only since last November; but 
our connection in work has been so close, and my impressions 
are so consistent, that I may venture to offer a very definite 
Opinion on Nis qualifications. 


Dr.Campbell's scholarship is widely based: he is a 
scholar in the Classical and in the old Teutonic Languages 
alike, and a trained phonetician; while his knowledge of 
German as 7ell as of Tinglish periodical literature cuables him 
to keep abreast of the most recent work. lie shows that zeal 
for research which keeps scholarship fresh and stimulating. 
and I feel sure that his productions will do oredit to any 
University. 


With wide and exact scholarship Dr.Cdmpbell unites 


great ability as a teacher. He i8 methodical and thorough 
without being pedantic. His German training has insured that 


his methods keep in view the aims of scientific philology; his 
teaching experience in England has taught him how best to 


adapt German methods to English students. I tnderstand that 
ever since his appointment ne has had sole charge of linguistic 
work in the Department of English here; and I can bear witness 


to the sound training which he has given to the students whose 
work I have tested. 


— 
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Bus Dr-Campbelki is no mere philologist. He was a 
pupil of Professor Dowden's before he became a pupil of 
Professor Konrath's and his interest in Literature is no less 
keen than in Language. In lecturing on Literature he has had 
wide experience, both at Greifswald, where he was Lector for 
four years, and at Bristol where he has regularly lectured on 
literature as well as on the language. Nuring the interregnum 
before my appointment, he was in charge of all the work of the 
Department, lecturing on Literature as well as on rancuage to 
Final Pass and Honours B.A. candidates, both for) the Sristol 
an Greene aondon degree,as Soli saseLo JuUnToOr students: a 
cannot speak too highly of the energy and ability which he 
gave to the work. 


Dr. Campbell's services to his students and to his 
subject are not confined to the class-room.and the study. 
He has taken a very active share in the athletic and social 
activities of the students, establishing a relation with them 
which is most useful directly and which indirectly serves him 
in the class=-room. 


He is treasurer of the Local branch of the Fuglish 
Association, and one of its most active workers. He is-very 
popular alrke with atudents and colleagues. To me he has 
given every possible assistance, and I should f 
departure aS a most severe blow to my department. 


THoepr. Campbell! the “University wei vou ielsace eee 
Secure a scholar of proved ability, an experienced and mosé 
capable lecturer,and one who unites in a rare degree the 
dual qualifications needed in a Professor of Englisn Language 
and Titerature. With this conviction, I beg to support 
his candidature in the warmest terms. 

ft sem, oer Glemen. 
Your obedient-servant, 
A.R. SYRUP. 
WA. (Manchester j5 Pa bea otepeasuure 


Winterstoke Professor of Hnglish in the 


University of Bristol. 
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white Haul, 
Badvord Place, 
huseeii Square, 
LONDON W.C. Haren 284n,2931. 
tnderstanding that my friend and colleague, Br.F.F.ACamphbeil, 
isa candidate for the Chair ef English arf 2 4 
I am pleased to have the opportiuiity of strongly recomencing his 
sandidature to the @iectora,. 
For the offiee for whieh he is a candidate Pr. Campbell. 
beara the highest eredentials as a scholar ang teacher, 14% 
eareer in the University of Dublin and arterrards in @ne 
University of Greifseald was one of the greatest diatinetion. 
His training, received two Universities of distinetive 
traditions and types has heen of exceptional breadth and thoroughness. 
The classical education he obtained in Trinity College, of which 
ne was elected a Scholar, he has fortified and extended by a 


a 


i 


thorough and seientifie study 


literatures under many eminent 


etified to the solidity of his att 


Les 


the original 


the Germante ian 


work he has carried out in the 


#uaze and 


Geraan Philoiogisais whoa have 


sinments and to the valine of 


Meld of linguistic 


research. With many opportimities of teating his ecnolarship I 
have formed the best oninion of 1% and I have found 7% to be as 
exact as it is extensive 

Dr. Caupbeil has had considerable experiene: as a teacher. 
From Greifewaid he earried with him ta Rristel a reputation tn 
this respect which nis work here has mare than justified, He 
has besn to Me & most valuable, moat helpful, mest courteous and 
loyal eolieague. 

OF T,. Cai eel ts sterling character and of the charm of 
his personality I eannet speak eitn snffieient appreciation. 
i heve the utnoest faith in predicting for hin a pridizant future, 
and I am eonfident that, if appointed to the cnair for whieh he 
fig now a candidate, he wiili perform with marked conscientiousness 


and ability ali the duties of his office and that he wii add 


strength and distinetion to the Teaching Staff of the University. 


Hiehard Pape Cowl. 


Geheimer Regierungsrat Professor M.Konrath, Ph. sta 
Professor of English Language and Literature 
in the University of Greifswald. 
Bate Dean of the Phildsopnical Faculty. 
(Editor of William of Shoreham's poems, E.H.7T.5., 


Contributor to Herrig's Archiv. fur das Studium der 
neueren Sprachen und Litteraturen, etc.) 


Dr. F.k.A. Campbell held the post of Fnglish Lecturer 
at our University from October 1903 to September 1967, and: 1 
then had an opportunity of forming a very high opinion both of 
his character and his literary attainments. (He has oroved 
himself a very conscientious ani successful teacher end a 
gentleman esteemed by everybody who knows him.Dec.11,..906) 
The solid learning which he has acquired in the departments of 
Germanic Philology and English Literature, and which he 
exhibited’ in a written dissertation on "Die Prosa-Apokalypye 

ft 

der Konigsberger Handschrift No. 891 und die Apokalypse 
Heinrichs von Hesler", as well as at an oral examination, also 
enabied the Philosophical Faculty of our University to confer 
on kim the degree of Ph.D. 

I am therefore quite prepared to recommend nim wherever 


can, being convinced that he will fill any post worth: 1y. 


Greifswald,August 24, 1910. 
M.Konrath, Ph.d., 


profess at the University of Grceifswalée. 
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Geheimer Regierungsrat Professor Gustav Ehrismann Ph.D. 

Professor of German Language and Literature in the 
University of Greifswald. 

(Editor of Rudolf von Ems: Weltchronik, Yeinhold's 


Mittelhochdeutsbhe Grammatik, contributor to Gorman- 
isch-Romanische Monatsschrift, etc.). 
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" 
Herrn Dr. F.E.A.Campbell, fruher Lector an der 


= . . « w * . - 
bxesigen Universitat, habe ich in meinen Vorlesungen und 


im Privatverkehr kennen gelernt und schatze inn sowol 


4 7 


{t 
als Gelehrter als wie als Menschen aufs hochste. Seine 


wissenschaftliche Leistung in der pearbeitung seiner 


: . t ; 
Dactordisséertation "oer die Prosa-Apocalypse der 


tt : Af I 5 = +4 ‘ 
Konigsberger Handschrift" zeigt ihn als cinen streng 


= ea u ~ . . 
wissenschaft-lichen Gelehrten und die mundlich vor mia 


" tt s 5 “ : 
abgelegte Prufung uber deutsche Philologie in Rigorosun 


@ 


(Doctor-examen J hat eine vorzugliche Kenntnis auf diesem 
Gebiete ergeben, 
Greifswald 27. August,1910. 
Dr. Gustav Ehrismann, 
Professor dex gpermanischen 


iat 
Philologie an der Universitat 


and Director 


i des germanistischen-Seminars.. 


FROM 
ot Laembardmayen. we is. Meme 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Bristos. 
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I have very great pleasure in recommending 


cendidature of Dr. F.H.A. Campbell for the Chair which he is 
10Ww seeking. 

The extent of Dr.Campbell's scholarship will be testified 
to by many experts in his subject. As Vice-Chancellor of the 
University, I desire to places on record the nie opinion that 
everyone with whom Dr.Campbell has been brought into contact 
here entertains of his value as a teacher and as a member of a 
URL Vers ity. Spat. Dr.Campbell is a brilliant lecturer and a 
careful and painstaking instructor. His work is deepli 


apprediatea by his students jand he himeelt is UNLVEersal iv 


popular with his colleagues in the University. 


Stes ar “A . 
lsarnbard Owen. 


2oth March 1911. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
oe 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


CAMBRIDGE, MassaCHUSETTS 


bis (a peo 


| ; SRN & nL Cj ¢ & R 
: ; eae = ——1 pa 
| | . 
Seen A_y 3 ed! ¢ ea Le ea ——- See rae eae 
ried tha jae ee leg a on se SPR et ME eeptes fees 2 
es a Ve (N a 
ie 
Meee Meera Ne. Mees, 
b—s (— en @ egy CER, ua — a ere ; f 7 
Ee GL 
— 
p 
ieee ‘ 
ie 
ee ea oe Be 


(dent eet Pee: x a 7). (es ; w%4 Vee af Cee . 


bya Ne Merete ope let), 
com ee nae fark fo~ 1 Capea (a> ) 


pe REALS 


: See te 
hee Cg Oe A_y t—~_ 2k eS ? (t__, sae 


/ se 
fr eS te ace 
,_——— 7 peel = 
awe ) ——_ bos —_, a <e ~—Fp— 3 eras ae a_ hss hes ) As / 


ae dl as 0 a Ge ee re, (fa | PORE He ae 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


Se 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


CAMBRIDGE, MasSaCHUSETTS 


[ere Yee h_e_;— | uo 1) Re = lf urs — ] cow y/ Dine es, 

u———y a oe Ta ae SS ky p (est o <7 LS er ie [| e fh i; ——_— > 
i] 
Ree a BS. As —s ue —) Wee a 7 cs fae 4 PSE er, 

7 

Oe (eee ey Pa A Ue WI Lt ba ee (= ye hoy, 
bor Sa kG | Soe a lan 4) be tle. { &—_ je bs 

: e 
Se a “Pisa A etree are ee Ens BS — ae Van — ie 2p ibe 4 i= eee 
; \ 
( L Teed SR ea y, a fy tre, (i a ya ae Pay ‘cet ‘a / (Lee: et | ey 


- a tne ee ¢ y— ea Pe 
—a. 
( 
’ 
wr : 
icCe LI-L g AT € ae KR-—=—_, ee “~ Le A A e 
( Tt 
LH. ?——— a 
J 
c 7 ee Ppa—ja oe nee pee er es ant ay Ir => & = 
Y 
oa OS ek ee 
rt 
[ee ne ca} a aa Le bo eee = —_ — ys 
/ ee Am“ fame 
( 
Cae peg 2 jhe i tebe /) At } / 
{ . es Sse a jE é 
| Be eee. 
{ ae 
LS, VJ > y, y 
(ite ort HL. A) I; i : i 
teh pe i: Ly oo r~_ aay / Ce 
; - = ae 


oss 


a8 F i? - = / r , CY) a ) 
ip) Bg tent Be 
Was if : Lite ORS wa 1 ere aoe — ; t Pa g 


J—~-A-—e_,__ 


ap, _A_ eS ee ane (x — ‘oS? @ A Ge oo 


aA__ 


Loe RAL 
4 
( 
? ets 
SS ae L eee A_e~_a—__p oh (Pee, Gan Sy va 
| Obs 
avs a RE ge v C b__ Die > 
—\~_ gt ee pimie ae ee 
/ U 
/ a P 4 / f 4 f P 4 
= = = wn a Oe a a eee i de Pp, be Pt 
{ 
we [ 
ah ate Stee } v a a) eee v4 a) an 


o—r-_ 4 (=a a ae / << wo > a ——- ; — =< ) Ao 
L 
r= 
1.7 7 
p< A, ——y jot x toee i : Salt Sd. Pu QR AK eee 
en NE 0 a Ba > Sie, 


robe 
Vs 
, Lee 
ie I te 4%, 
fs) a 


LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT, 


CAPE TOWN, 


Bae prem Oe 


1 eS =. 
th ja i a 
1 b Ls 
ox fr Hf 
Pe te erg We 
J fox iat 2 cai th aie vE Cr/b 
SP par ~ [t+ Line 
pain * nts 
Lier 


& 


4° 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS, 


PRETORIA. 


26th November 1915. 


Professor Purves writes me that he is an appli- 
cant for an appointment in your University and asks me to 
say something about him. I am writing to you direct to 
Pp cto 

I suppose I know Professor -Purves as well as 
anyone does outside his University circle. I was inter- 
ested in Pretoria in the South African Reading Union and 
remember when he was a new-comer, resicent in Jolt#nnesburg, 
how doubtful we were of the reception he would give our 
request for a Lecture. At once he agreed and not only 
came to tretoria at his own expense and lectured with 
material benefit to the Union's finances but afterwards 
on his own initiative he came to the Capital once a week 
and conducted a class formed for the study of Dante. 

Later he came to live in Pretoria and I saw 
mic) Of) Anim, He edited the South African Bookman for 
the meading Union and from the first made a special 
feature of South African literature. In my own case, 
and in that of many others, his writing made us take a 
fresh and greater interest in our ow writers. Our 
only South African Dutch poet -to count - owes something 
to Professor Purves' encouragement,and his interest in 
South African Literature is not confined to English and 
Dutch but extends to Fortuguese. My own efforts in a 
language not of South Africa have profitted much by his 


kindly / 


kindly criticism and advice. 

Although Professor Purves has been with us for 
a comperatively short time he is looked on, not only as 
the best man in South Africa on his own subjects, but also 
as the authority on South African literature, and this 
reputetion has been acquired by much herd work and research. 

He keeps on excellent terms with his fellow 
Prefessors,Dutch and English,and to one of his loyal in- 
stincts this cannot always be easy. 

He is quiet, modest and studious,but always 
ready to assert himself when the interests of education 
require it. 

Personally I shall sincerely regret his leaving 
this country and he will be a very distinct loss to South 
ALY Cay. 

Ian aor. 


Yours faithfully, 


SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS, 
iI 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


Professor W.I.Alexander, 
Head of Hnglish Department, 
University of Toronto, 
TORONTO, 


5 


Ca nm aaa. 


ur? 
( Copy ) 
Transvaal University College, 
Pretoria. 


Sept. 27th I915. 


Professor Purves has occupied the Chair of English Language 
and Literature at this College since its foundation in I908. The 
Department in his charge has been developed by him with the great- 
est zeal and success and now takes a leading place in the teaching 
of English in South Africa. His classes, from the Intermediate 
to the B.A. Honours and M.A. standard, have been uniformly success- 
Bud. Possessing not only a very wide and deep scholarship, but 
alse the power of clear and attractive presentation, he has succeed- 
ed in inspiring his students with enthusiasm for the subject and 
has gained the highest respect and appreciation of those who have 
come in contact with him. 

Prof, Purves has worked with unremitting energy in the various 
activities connected with the building up of the College from its 
start. I may especially mention the formation of the College 
Library, which has been almost entirely in his hands. By Univer- 
sity Extension lecturing, in connection with the Home Reading Union, 
and as a member of the Committee of the Transvaal State Library, he 
has @ene much in promoting intellectual interest in Pretoria. 

The relation between Prof. Purves and his celleagues has ever 
been of the happiest nature, and the other members of the staff 
would view his departure with the greatest regret. One of the 
hardest of workers, he is at moments of leisure the most genial 
and kindly of friends. 

I consider that any University is fortunate in obtaining his 


services as Professor of English. 


( Signed ) P.G.Gundry, Ph.D., B.Se. 
Chairman of Senate and Professor of Physics, 


Transvaal University College. 


From Professor GRIERSON, University of Aberdeen. 


Mr. JOHN PurVEs has been English Assistant in this University during the last 
two years, in which position he has aided me in the correction of examination 
papers and essays; while he has also conducted classes in Anglo-Saxon and 


Middle English for the candidates for the Degree with Honours in English 
Literature. 


In Mr. Purves I have felt that { had an Assistant of great ability and of 
quite unusual erudition. After a distinguished career at Edinburgh University 
he proceeded as Vans Dunlop Scholar to Lyons, where he lectured on English 
Literature under Professor Legouis. He had begun to prepare a thesis on the 
relations between French and English literature at the Renaissance, and, finding 
a knowledge of Italian literature at the same period an indispensable preliminary, 
he proceeded as Carnegie Scholar to Italy, studying at Rome and Siena. It was 


on his return home that he became my Assistant, while continuing to read for 
and elaborate his thesis. 


Mr. Purves has discharged his work here with entire satisfaction to myself 
and the students, showing the gifts of a teacher as well as the attainments of a 
scholar. In my own private work I have derived both pleasure and benefit from 
intercourse with one who has read _ so widely and carefully. He has a sound 
knowledge of English Literature, an extensive acquaintance with those litera- 
tures which have most influenced English, and a fine appreciation of what is 
best in literature. General, political, and constitutional history formed part 
of his studies for the Degree with Honours at Edinburgh University, and he has 
specialised and extended his reading since in the history of the 16th century. 

I am quite sure that if appointed to a professorship in any University, Mr. 
Purves will prove an efficient and inspiring teacher, and will, by his original 
work, bring credit to himself and his University. I shall be sorry to lose his 
services, but the Assistantships in the Scottish Universities are still too in- 


adequately remunerated to retain long a scholar of Mr. Purves’s ability and 
attainments. 


(Signed) H. J.C. GRIERSON, M.A. (Aberd.), B.A. (Oxon.), 
Chalmers Professor of English Literature, 
The University of Aberdeen. 


ABERDEEN, January 6th, 1906. 


From EMILE LEGOUIS, formerly of Lyons, Professor of English Language and 
Literature in the University of Paris, Author of “ La jeunesse de William 


Wordsworth, ete. 


Mr. JOHN PurRVES, M.A., de l'Université d’Edimbourg, a occupé le poste de 
Lecteur anglais a ’ Université de Lyon pendant l’année universitaire 1902-1903. 
A ce titre il a eu a diriger les exercices pratiques des étudiants d’anglais les plus 


élevés de Université, ceux qui préparent le concours d’Agrégation. 


I] a accompli cette tache difficile avec zéle et distinction, laissant ici parmi 


les étudiants le souvenir durable de son savoir et de sa cordialité. 


J’ai personellement été tres frappé des lectures abondantes et variées qu’ 
avait faites Mr. Purves, de ses connaissances rares en bibliographie, de son gout 


passionné pour la littérature et l’histoire littéraire. 


Mr. Purves, en plus des conférences spéciales faites aux étudiants, a professé 
ici pendant tout lhiver un cours public sur “La poésie anglaise au début du 
17e sitcle.” Ce cours trés nourri et tres élevé le montrait déja préparé pour 
enseigner dans une Université ou dans les hautes classes d’un établissement 


d’enseignement secondaire. 


EMILIC LEGOUIS, 
Professeur de langue et littérature anglaises 


a l'Université de Lyon. 


Fait & Lyon, Ze 18 juzllet, 1904. 


From Professor SAINTSBURY, Unzversity of Edinburch. 
Zs fo) 


2 ETON TERRACE, 


EDINBURGH, January 6th, 1906. 


I UNDERSTAND that Mr. JOHN PURVES is a candidate for the Chair of English 
in the Johannesburg Technical Institute. Mr. Purves studied under me in the 
K:nglish Classes (Ordinary and Honours) of this University for some years, and 
obtained the highest distinctions, of which he is no doubt communicating 
particulars. He has since had no small experience in teaching, in examining, and 
in literary work. I can truly say that among the not small number of men that 
have passed through my hands during the last ten years, there is no one whom I 
would more confidently recommend for such a post, on the combined grounds of 
University distinction, experience, ability, and literary accomplishment and 


taste. 


(Signed) GEORGE SAINTSBURY, 
M.A., Oxon., Hon. LL.D., Aberd., 
Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature 
in the University of Edinburgh. 


From Monsieur Louis RITZ, Professeur agrégé de 0 Universite (Anglats), Lycee 


de Marsetlle. 


PROFESSOR RITZ, who was among the successful candidates from Lyons in the 
Agrégation d’anglais for 1903, in the course of a letter, says :— 

3th September, 1903.—. . . . . “I need not tell you how much we French 
students will henceforth miss your interesting and valuable lessons; I should 
merely repeat what Professor Legouis and all of us told you when you were 
here. Only M. Legouis can say how much you have helped him in his hard work ; 
but it is we who have been able to appreciate the perfect lucidity of your teach- 
ing, the sympathy with which you made us acquainted with your English 
literature, and, let me also mention, the marvellous fluency and distinction of your 
language, which always astonished the best lecturers among us. I, for one, my 
dear Purves, cannot praise your abilities too highly ; for I owe a great part of my 
success to you, as you increased my enthusiasm for the study of your literature, 
and helped me, throughout the year, to keep up my English for the oral part of 


a 


the agrégation. And I am glad to think that next week, having been asked to 
deliver an address of welcome to the Franco-Scottish Society in Annecy, I shall 
have an opportunity of mentioning your name as one of the first and best 


‘pionniers’ of the generous work they are doing.” . 


LETTER OF APPLICATION 


Mr. JOHN PURVES, M.A. (Hons.), Edin. 


Assistant-Professor of English Language and Literature 


in the University of Aberdeen. 


To the Council of the Transvaal Technical Institute. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I beg to offer myself as a candidate for the Chair of English Language 
and Literature. 

I am a graduate of Edinburgh University with First Class Honours in 
English (Language, Literature, and British History), and am at present and 
have been for some years past engaged in the University teaching of English. 

I] am twenty-eight years of age and unmarried. 

Educated at George Watson’s College, Edinburgh, of which I was English 
dux and medallist in 1895, I entered Edinburgh University in October of that 
year, with the intention from the first of specializing in higher English work, 
literary, comparative, and historical. Taking the Honours Literature Class in 
the Summer Session of 1896, I obtained the medal and first place (equal), and 
in the following Winter Session I was medallist and First Prizeman in Professor 
Saintsbury’s Graduation Class for English, gaining also a medal for Essays and 
the prize for Verse. 

In subsequent terms between 1896-7 and graduation, I was awarded the 
First Prize in Honours Constitutional History, the Pattison Bursary in Anglo- 
Saxon, and the Gray Prize for an historical essay on Carlyle’s “ French 
Revolution.” 

I graduated in 1900 with First Class Honours in English, winning at the 
same time the Vans Dunlop Scholarship (of £100 for three years) in English 


Literature and Poetry. 


After some months of private teaching and literary work, I proceeded, in 
fulflment of the conditions of the scholarship, to further study in Paris, being 
attracted by the -juestion of the influence exercised by French example on the 
English literature of the Renaissance. On this and kindred work I spent 
altogether a year and a half in Paris, carrying on my researches in the libraries, 
and attending classes, as a matriculated student, at the Sorbonne, in literature 
and history, among others those of MM. Faguet, Lavisse, and Gebhart. 


In the autumn of 1902, 1 was appointed Lecturer in English in the Uni- 
versity of Lyons, and during the session 1902-3 delivered a public course of 
lectures there, besides conducting tutorial classes for the more advanced students. 
I may be allowed, perhaps, to lay stress on the gratifying success that attended 
my work in Lyons (alluded to in several of the accompanying testimonials), as 
an additional qualification for undertaking such work as the present post would 
imply. Partly, no doubt, from the fact that I have had opportunities for reading 
widely beyond English, I have always been singularly fortunate in catching and 
holding the interest of foreign students in our literature. 


On the expiry of my tenure of the Vans Dunlop Scholarship, the Carnegie 
Trust, in recognition of the work I had already done, and of what I still hoped 
to do along the same lines, appointed me their first Research Scholar in Litera- 
ture, and with this title I spent a year in Italy, studying comparative literature at 
the University of Rome, and history in the libraries there and at Siena. 

On returning to Scotland, I was offered the post in Aberdeen which I still 
hold, and which entails the entire charge of the linguistic side of the English 
work for Honours degrees (Anglo-Saxon, Middle English and Scots, &c.) I 
may add that | have been a contributor to the Atheneum and to the Modern 
Language Review. 

Convention, from which it is not easy for a serious applicant to break, has 
made of every such letter as this a tedious and egotistical catalogue which I 
would not enlarge upon. But I should like to add that if you do me the honour 
of electing me to this Chair, it will be my constant wish and endeavour to make 
of English a real instrument of culture, as well as an effective part of the 
curriculum. 


I remain, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 


From W. L. CARRIE, M.A., late Headmaster and formerly First English Master, 


George Watson's College, Edinburgh. 


MR JOHN PuRVES, M.A., is one of the most brilliant students of the English 
Language and Literature I have known. At this school he was among the very 
best pupils of his time, and his career at the University of Edinburgh has been 
marked by the most conspicuous success. His winning of the Vans Dunlop 
Scholarship in English, together with the fact that he graduated with First Class 
Honours in the same subject, is ample proof of his exceptional abilities, and these 
received fitting recognition, first in his selection as Lecturer in English at one of 
the French Universities, and more recently in his appointment as Assistant 


Professor of English at Aberdeen University. 


I have much pleasure in supporting his present application in the strongest 
possible terms. Mr. Purves is a classical scholar in the widest sense, whose 
course of study has given him unique opportunities of comparing and appreciating 
the work of the best authors of the ancient and modern world. His knowledge 
is exact and serviceable, and his power of expression is distinguished by clearness 


and incisiveness. 


These qualities, combined as they are with a high and sincere character and 
a pleasant address, will make him a capable and stimulating Teacher. His work 
will, I am sure, be most efficient, and his influence upon his pupils will be 
salutary in every way. I do not know anyone who is likely to perform the duties 


of the post with more acceptance to all concerned. 


We Le CARRIE, 


From ENGLISH HONOURS STUDENTS, University of Aberdeen. 


As members of the English Literature Honours Class in Aberdeen University, 
1904-5, we gladly take this opportunity of expressing our admiration of the 
teaching of Mr. PURVES. The wide range of his knowledge, no less than its 
accuracy of detail, we felt stimulated everyone of us. His methods asa lecturer 
were inspiring in the extreme. He has been extremely popular both in his own 


class and among all students with whom he has come in contact. 


JESSIE Ke SCOTT, MUA: J. GALLOWAY. 
ELIZABETH PETERKIN, M.A. W. S. MACKIE. 
ELIZABETH B. BRUCE, M.A. Win IR, IESONIGIe, IME JAN 
Lucy M. SMITH. D. MACKENZIE, M.A. 
ISABELLA HODGE. J. FE. ForBEs, M.A. 


J. STEWART, M.A. 

Ivo M. CLARKE, M.A. 
FRANCIS C. DONALD, M.A. 
GEORGE H. Mair, M.A. 


From TY. B. RUDMOSE-BROWN, M.A., (Hlons.) Aber., lately Lecturer in English at 
the University of Grenoble ; Lecturer on English and French at Edinburgh 


Summer Meeting, ete. 


J HAVE very great pleasure in supporting Mr. JOHN PURVES in his present 
candidature. I have known Mr. Purves for a considerable time, latterly as a 
colleague in France, where he occupied the honourable post of Lecturer on 
English in the University of Lyons, one of the most important centres of learning 
in France. I am glad to be able to testify, not only to Mr. Purves’ remarkable 
equipment as a scholar and his wide knowledge of English literature, but also to 
his tried capacity as a Teacher. He has given proof of an unusual ability in this 
direction. I need only mention the fact that half of the whole number of successful 
candidates in the Agrégation d’anglais for 1903 were pupils of Mr. Purves at 
Lyons. As this examination is a comparative test of extreme difficulty, 
admitting as it does to the highest branches of the teaching profession, and 
demanding qualities totally incompatible with mere “cram” work, I consider 
that Mr, Purves’ teaching powers are amply demonstrated by this remarkable 


SUCCESS, 


Others will speak with more competence of his University record, but from 
what I know of his enthusiasm and his attainments I am certain that any School 
or University would be the gainer in acquiring his services. I wish Mr. Purves 


all success. 


THOMAS B. RUDMOSE-BROWN. 
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Mr. James B. Binns has been a student of mine i 
and Honours Classes for the last. three years, and (as his cert- 
ificates will show) has worked well. throuchout. In. the Honours 
Degree Examination which has just concluded, in which he obtained 
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@ second Class, and which on the whole showed an unusually cood 


Standard of work, no one, I. think, of the fourteen candidates 
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placed in. that class was nearer to 


Dire 33 hie : : / Q 2 wm ot a th A . : 7 
vuring nis career Mr. Binns, without neglecting his class-wor 


ation of debat 
im so--doinge. 1 can without hesitation recommend him as likely 
tO prove a@ valuable member of the Staff of any Collece or School. 


(Signed) ‘eOrge Saintsbury. M.A. & Hon. D.Litt., OXON... 
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University of Edinburgh. 


I have pleasure in stating. the high opinion I have formed of 


Mr. Binns'’s ability and cHaracter. Mr. Binns has specialised in 


English Literature, in which subject taken an Honours Degree, 
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King Edward VI, High School, Birmingham. 

Class-prize:in English Literature. 

Recommended, on account of form-work, for a Scholarship, 
July 1904; but my family left Birmingham for London at that. time. 
City of London School. 


Three class-prizes for English Literaturé. 


UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 1910-1914, 
Preliminary Examination: English; French; Lower Mathematics; 


Higher Latin. 


Degree, ( Ordinary Standard.) 


Political Economy. 

Logic and Metaphysics. 

Rhetoric and English Literature. 
Moral Philosophy. 


Honours: Meds ( Second-class}- English Language and 


Literature, July 1914. 


Merit Certificates and Prizes. 


British History, Second-class Certificate of Merit, 12th. 


out of 250, on Class-list. 


Moral Philosophy, Seventh Prizeman, and First-class Certificate 


of Merit. 
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English, Essay:. Third Prizeman, and First Class Certifi 
of Merit. 
Class-work: Ninth Prizeman, and First Class Certific- 


~ate of Merit. 
Honours: 
Literature: One First-class and. Three Second-class 


Certificates of 


Language: Second-Class Certificate of Merit. 
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Committee-member, English Literature Society, 1913-14. 


Stage Manager of the Production of Elizabethan Plays, July. to 


November, 1913. 


Speaker at.the Union Debates & Interdebates, 1912-13. 


Contributor to University Magazine, 1912-14. 


Arny: 


Private, 16th.(Service,) Middlenex, Public Schools Battalion, 
Septe 12, 1914.to March 24, 1915. 


Second-Lieutenant, 9th. Royal Berkshire Regt. March 19, 
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